Minutes
of the

Parochial Board
of the

Parish of South Knapdale

(Being concerned with the poor, the lunatic,
and the sick; from 1845)

Being a typed copy of the Original Minute Book, with some of the more egregious misspellings
corrected (eg, “their” instead of “thier”); the purpose being to ease the business of reading this
document, and following its problems and its development in the Community of South Knapdale

Parish; and including an index of names, of interest to genealogists. This has been done by Heather
McFarlane, in 1999,
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1845: pages 1 -3

Meeting, 7 October, 1845, in terms of Acts 8 & 9, Victoria Cap 83 -
Chairman, John Campbell, of Stonefield - 3 Districts defined, with
Inspectors for each employed - provisions for funds - plans for regular
meeting times - '

1846: pages 4 - 11

Meetings, 5 February; 14™ February; 6™ August; 9" September; 17
September -~ And minutes of meetings of Auchoish District, 14" February;
6™ Jan(?); 29" April; 28% July - Lists of Paupers - Chairman, Willilam
Campbell of Ormsary - Reconsideration of mode of assessment -
Reorganization of the Parish -

1847: pages 12 - 16

Meetings, 4™ February; 29" April; 22™ June; 5® August - Chairman,

William Campbell of Ormsary - Mode of assessment discussed - Voluntary
contribution from Tenantry and Feuars - Ardrishaig Subcommittee
appointed - Relationship between Inspector and Assistant Inspector - New
Chairman, Reverend Alexander McKenzie of Auchoish

1848: pages 17 - 22

Meetings, 3™ February; 22 May; 3™ August; 18™ October; 16™ November
- Education of Pauper's children at Ormsary - Modes of Assessment -
Parliamentary grant in aid of Medical Relief - Chairman, Reverend
Alexander McKenzie - Proposal to erect a Poor House - Issue of
combining Offices of Medical Officer and Inspector - Consideration of Acts
11 & 12, Vic Cap 120 (prevention of contagious and epidemic diseases.)




1849: pages 25 - 26

Meetings, 8™ February; 6™ July; 9" August - Chairman, Alexander
McKenzie - Difficulties of Contributions - Government Grant in Aid of
Medical Relief to the Poor of Scotland - Medical Officer's salary - Public
health nuisance in Ardrishaig - Plenty of arrears -

1850: pages 27 - 30

Meetings, 7™ February; 17™ June; 7™ August - Chairman, Alexander
McKenzie - Widow McLean to America - Contribution of Feuars and
Tenants -

1851: pages 31 - 34

Meetings, 7" February; 7" August - Chairman, Alexander McKenzie -
Support of education of Paupers’ children - Officers of the Constabulary
as sub Inspectors of Poor enforcing Nuisance Act - Widow McCorquodale
- to America ~ Allowances of some Paupers are lowered -

1852: pages 35 - 57

Meetings, 5" February; 3" February (??) - Chairman, Alexander
McKenzie - Question of Poor House - Voluntary contribution question -
Legal assessment proposed by Stonefield - '

1853: pages 38 - 41

Meetings, 5™ August; 17% August - Chairman, Alexander McKenzie -
Widow McTaggart to America - Contribution difficulties - Roll of the Poor,
as of 5" August - Police Constables appointed as sub inspectors to ensure
compliance with Nuisances Act - Committee of General Superintendance
formed to inquire into health of inhabitants -




1854: pages 42 - 54

Meetings, 14" January; 9" February; 22" June; 31% August; 27" October;
Year of Cholera - Special meetings, 11" January; 23" January; 6™
February; 15" June - Chairman, Alexander McKenzie - Cholera Nurse
from Glasgow hired, and Medical man also - Sanitary Committee
appointed - Problems of Contributions - Lodging of people infected with
contagious disease - Person with smallpox at Ardrishaig - Widow Brodie
to America - Roll of Paupers - Catherine Lietch to America - Cost of
“House of Reception for the Casual Sick Poor” - Registrar of Births,
Marriages and Deaths appointed

Index of Names: pages 56 - 60

An alphabetical index of names of people that appear in this Minute Book.
Each name includes a descriptor of position or employment; and the
home of the individual.
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At a meeting of Heritors, and Kirk Session of the Parish of South
Knapdale held at Ardrishaig on the 7™ October 1845 in terms of
Act 8 and 9, Victoria Cap 83.

Present :
v’  Alexr Campbell, Esq of Auchandarroch, for himself and as
v proxy for J. G. Campbell, Esq of Shirvain

v Wm Forlong, Esq ,of Erines

v Wm Martin, Esq, Factor for Y Malcolm, Esq of Poltollach
v~ John Campbell, Esq of Stonefield

v/ Revd Alexr McKenzie, Minister of the Parish

John Campbell, Esq of Stonefield in the Chair

It was unanimously resolved:

First

That the present mode of providing for the poor of the Parish of South
Knapdale - viz - by collections at the churches, aided by voluntary
contributions from the Heritors, be continued.

Second

That the Parish be divided into three Districts to be called the Ardrishaig,
Tarbert, and Auchoish districts - with separate Inspectors for each.

The Ardrishaiq District to comprehend the portion of the Auchandarrach
and Poltollach Estates within the Parish.

The Tarbert District to comprehend the portion of the Parish within the
bounds of the Mission of Tarbert, excepting such part of W. Forlong of
Erine’s property as may be contained in the Mission.

The Auchoish District to comprehend the remainder of the Parish,
including the whole of W. Forlong's property.

Third

That the funds requisite for the maintainance of Lunatics and Fatuous,
persons, and for providing for extraordinary cases of Pauperism, be
furnished by the Heritors of the Parish at Large, as at present, each District
contributing its proportion according to the relative valued rent.




Fourth
That at each half yearly meeting of the Parochial Board, it shall be decided
what are extraordinary cases of Pauperism to be provided for as above.

Fifth

That the two half yearly meetings of the Parochial Board be held on the
Thursdays after the first Tuesdays of February and August, each year,
within the Ardrishaig Hotel, and that the Inspectors of each District be
instructed to give intimation of such meetings to the members of the
Parochial Board connected with their respective Districts at least ten days
previously, and to attend the said meetings.

Sixth
That Mr. Campbell of Stonefield be appointed chaimman of the
Parochial Board for the year ending August, 1846.

Seventh
That in case of any prosecution being threatened, the Inspector of the
District shall immediately call a meeting of the Parochial Board of the

whole Parish.

Eighth
That Mr. John Hunter, Surgeon, Lochgilphead, be appointed Inspector
of the Ardrishaig District, with a salary of Five pounds (£5) sterling per

annum, medical attendance and medicine included.

Ninth

That Mr. Hugh Campbell, Surgeon near Tarbert, be appointed Inspector
of the Tarbert District, with a salary of Four pounds (£4) sterling per
annum, medical attendance and medicine included.

Tenth

That Mr. Hugh Campbell, Surgeon near Tarbert, be appointed Inspector
of the Auchoish District, with a salary of Eight Pounds (£8) Sterling per
annum, medical attendance and medicine included.
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The lists of the poor of the different Districts of the Parish having been laid
before the meeting, in terms of the Act, the Meeting directs the Sections
of the Parochial Board connected with the different Districts to instruct
their Inspectors to transmit to the Board of Supervision without delay,
Rolls of the poor of their respective Districts with the amount of relief
given, or to be given to each poor person.

The meeting directs the Inspectors to procure Minute and Cash Books for
their respective Districts, the price to be paid out of their respective funds.

The meeting was constituted and closed with prayer.

(signed) John Campbell
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At Ardrishaig on Thursday, the 5" February, 1846.

Present:
Y  Wm Martin, Esq, Factor for Poltallach and as Proxy for Alexr

Campbell, Esq of Auchandarrach

Being the statutory meeting of the Parochial Board of the Parish of South
Knapdale. In consequence of there not being a quorum, the meeting
adjourned until Saturday the fourteenth current at 12 o’clock noon, within

the Ardrishaig Hotel

(signed) W. Martin

At Ardrishaig, February 14", 1846.

Met:

v J. A. Campbell Esq of Inverniet and
v W. A. Campbell Esq of Ormsary

Being a meeting of the Auchoish District of the Parish of South Knapdale

The Inspector reporied that there is no change in the list of Paupers in that District.
Since the list presented at the first meeting under the New Poor Law Act, on the 7"
October last, the sums given since then are as follows -

Niel Lietch, Fernoch, 1/6 p week
Donald Morrison, Clachbreck, 1/6
Widow (Don) Graham, Auchoish, 1/6
Widow Grahame, Tighandaim , 1/ -
Widow McLean, Baranlongart, 1/ -
Mary McAlpine, Tighandaim, 1/ -
Margaret Paterson, Clachbreck, 1/ -
Widow McMillan, Kilmaluag, 1/ -
Peggy Mclachlan, occasional relief



At Ardrishaig 14™ Feb 1846

Met

v  John Campbell Esq, of Stonefield

v William Campbell Esq, of Ormsary

v J. A Campbell Esq, of Knap and Inverneil

v Mr. Dugald McPherson, Ashens Elder |

v’ Wm. Martin, Factor for Poltalloch and Mandatory for Auchandarroch

Being a general meeting of the Parochial Board of South Knapdale
adjourned to this day to Minute of Meeting of 5" inst.
John Campbell Esq of Stonefield in the Chair

Reports from the different Districts of the Parish were laid before the
meeting from which the following annexed list of Paupers was made up for
the ensuing half year:

Tarbert District:
v Widow McAlister £2.12
v Wwm. McQuarrie £1. 6
v Margt McFarlane £1. 6
v Mary McCoug £1. 6
v Catherine McFarlane £1. 0
v Ann Campbell £1. -
£8.10
Auchoish District”
v Niel Lietch £1.19
v Donald Morrison £1.19
v Widow Graham £1. 6
v Widow McLean £1. 6
v Mary McAlpine £1. 6
v Margaret Paterson £1. 6
v Widow McFhail £1. 6
v Widow McMillan £1. 6
£13. -
Ardrishaig District:
v Widow Smith £1.10
v A. McLullioh (?) £2.10
v Widow McDougall £2.10
v Bell McFarlane £1.15
£8. 5

£29.15




In addition to the above considerable amount is expended in each of the
Districts of the Parish in Interim aid, but which cannot be more
particularly noticed, as it continually varies. Most of the Paupers receive
aid in other shapes than money and most of them occupy free houses.

The Inspector of the Ardrishaig District is directed to collect from Heritors
the sum of £20 on account of the Bruce farnily, to be assessed according
to the valued Rental. He is also directed to procure all the information he
can, relative to this family with a view to relieving if possible this portion
of part of the burthen of their support, and also to apply to the Minister of
the Parish, for a statement of the sums paid and received on their acct.,
and immediately thereafter to settle with the Inspector of the Abbey
Parish, Paisley, for what is now due.

The Inspector of the Ardrishaig District is directed after all general
meetings to copy the proceedings thereof into this Minute Book, the
Minute to be then forwarded by him to the Inspector of the Tarbert and
Auchoish Districts for the same purpose, who will then deliver the original
minute to the chairman of the Board.

A letter from the Board of Supervision dated 15" Jany 1846 was laid
before the Board relative to the mode adopted in the Parish for the
provision of medicine and medical attendance in the Parish for the Poor.
Both the Inspectors being medical practitioners and as their salaries were
to include the duties alluded to, the Board leaves it to them to answer to

Queries put by the Board of Supervision.
(No Signature)

At Auchoish on the 6™ day of Jany (sic) 1846, the Kirk Session being
ex officio members of the Parochial Board.

Present:

v The Revd Alexr McKenzie, Minister of the Parish

v Donald Paterson, Elder, and

v Duncan Johnson, (?...) Clerk

Mr. Campbell of Tarbert the Inspector of the poor in this District came forward
with part of the voluntary assessment from the Heritors which along the
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Church collections, the Board have agreed to distribute as follows, SEE CASH

BOOK PAGE 1.
(Signed) Alexr Mackenzie

At Auchoish on the 29'" day of April 1846 the Kirk Session being ex officio
members of the Parochial Board.

Present:

v The Revd Alexr McKenzie, Minister of the Parish

v Messrs. John McKellar,

v bonald Faterson, and

v William Johnson, Elders -
Dr. Campbeit of Tarbert, the Inspector of the Poor in this District, came forward with

part of the voluntary assessment from the Heritors of this District of the Parish which
along with the collections at the church door. The Board have agreed to distribute
as follows - SEE CASH BOOK -

The Board finds that since their last meeting, one Fauper, viz Widow McMillan, has
departed this life.

The Minister of the Parish laid on the table the sum of £2,10 being a fine that was sent
to him by the Procurator Fiscal, one pound of which was handed to the Inspector of
the Poor of the Tarbert District of the Parish. The Board resolved to meet for the next
distribution on the last Tuesday of July next.

(Signed) Alexr Mackenzie

At Auchoish on the 28" July, 1846

Met:

v The Revd Alexr McKenzie, Minister of the Parish
v Messrs. John McKellar, and

v Duncan Johnson, Elders

Being a meeting of the Parochial Board of this District of the Parish, Dr. Campbell, the
Inspector, reported to the meeting that after paying two installments, he had still to
hand, the sum of £15. 7. 9. The meeting agree to pay Dr. Campbell his salary of
Eight pounds out of this balance, leaving the sum of £7. 7. 9., to be now distributed
to Paupers - to which add the sum of £7. 5. 7, being Church door collections at
present in the Kirk Treasurers hands, exclusive of the sum of £4. 2 already distributed
as occasional relief to the Paupers on the Roll - The meeting find that they have the
sum of £14 13.4 which they accordingly distribute to the following paupers (SEE
CASHBOOK).

Several complaints having been lodged with Dr. Campbell, the Inspector, regarding
Pegqy McLachian, whose Insanity renders her at present very troublesome to the
neighbouring Parishes., The meeting instruct the Inspector if he see cause, to send
her to an Asylum.

(Signed) Alexr Mackenzie



At Ardrishaig on the 6" August 1846

Met:

v Alexander Campbell, Esq, of Auchandarrach for himself
v and as proxy for Shirvain

v Wm Campbell Esq of Ormsary for himself

v and as Proxy for Stonefield and Kintarbert

v The Revd Alexr McKenzie, Minister of the Parish

A letter from John Campbell Esq. Of Stonefield, was laid before the
Meeting, expressing a wish that he should be relieved from his duties as
chairman for the ensuing year - and requesting that a younger member
should be appointed. The meeting there appoint William Campbell Esq
of Ormsary as chairman for the remainder of the current year.

On the motion of Auchandarrach, it was resolved to call a general
meeting of the Parochial Board to be held at Ardrishaig on the 9" of
September, for the purpose of reconsidering the mode of assessment to
be adopted for providing funds to meet the expenses of the Poor during
the ensuing year.

The meeting having gone over the Roll of Paupers and the allowances
granted them thereof.

The Inspector of the Auchoish District reported that he had been in
communication with the Board of Supervision regarding Peggy
Mcl.achlan a Lunatic Pauper - and that he considered her a proper subject
for a Lunatic Asylum. The Board instruct the Inspector to take immediate
steps for having her removed to an asylum.

(signed) Alexr Mackenzie



At a meeting of the Parochial Board of the Parish of South
Knapdale held at Ardrishaig on the 9™ September 1846.
Present:

v John Campbell Esq of Stonefield for himself

v and as proxy for Kintarbert

v J. Grahame Campbell Esq of Shirvain

v and as proxy for Auchandarrach

v' QGordon Forlong Esq ., proxy for Erines

v Revd Alexr McKenzie, Minister of the Parish

Being a meeting called on the motion of Auchandarrach for the purpose
of reconsidering the mode of assessment for raising the necessary funds
for the support of the Poor during the ensuing year. Several of the
principal Heritors being absent, the meeting agree to Adjourn until
Thursday the 17" September, and the Inspectors are directed to give
notice of such adjournment to the different Heritors in their respective

Districts.
(signed) Alexr Mackenzie

At a meeting of the Parochial Board of the Parish of South
Knapdale Held at Ardrishaig on the 17" day of September 1846

William Campbell Esqg of Ormsary

John Campbell Esq of Stonefield for himself
and as Proxy for Kintarbert

J. Grahame Campbell Esq of Shirvain
Alexander Campbell Esq of Auchandarrach
Gordon Forlong Esq as Proxy for Erines
William Martin Esq Factor for Poltallach
James A Campbell Esq of Inverniel and Knap
Revd Alexander Mackenzie , Minister of the Parish
Messrs Dugald McPherson and

John McKellar, Elders -
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Being an adjournment from meeting of 9" Sept,

The meeting having considered Auchandarrach’s motion, resolved that
the assessment should continue voluntary as at present for the next half
year.

That Parish for the future be under the management of the whole
Parochial Board, and the Districts abolished.

That the assessment for the future should be on the Real instead of the
Valued Rental. Than an assessment of five pence per pound on the Real
Rent of the Parish for the ensuing six months commencing on the 1%
October be immediately collected.

That Dr. Campbell be appointed Inspector for the whole Parish at a salary
of £ 16 per annum, with the understanding that he is to act as Surgeon
as formerly, and that Dr. Hunter be Sub Inspector and Surgeon for the
District he how has charge of with the same salary, and to be collector at
the rate of 2 (two) per cent on the amount collected.

That William Campbell Esq of Ormsary be appointed Chairman for
the current year.

The meeting having gone over the Roll of Paupers, fix their allowances as

noted on the different Rolls and classify them as follows, viz:
First Class - £1.5 per quarter

. Widow McDougall, Ardrishaig

Archd McLillich, Cambuan

Widow Dewar, Auchendasroch

Mary McV icar, Lochgilphead

Donald Morison, Clachbreck

Widow McAllister, Tarbert

2B

Second Class - & - 17. 6 per quarter
7. Mrs. Smith, Ardrishaig

8. Mrs. McFarlane, Ardrishaig

9. Widow Rose, Ardrishaig

10. Neil Lietch, Fernoch Knap

11. Widow Brown, Auchoish

12. Mary McAlpine, Auchoish

13. Widow McMillan, Balagueregan
14. Widow McKechnie, Ardhaw Knap
15. Mary McCoag, Tarbert

16. Margaret McFarlane, Tarbert

17. Mrs. McQuarrie, Tarbert

10




Third Class - £ - 13/6 per quarter
18. Euphermia Morison, Ardrishaig
19.Widow Donald Grahame, Auchoish
20. Widow Grahame, Auchoish

21. Margret Paterson, Clachbreck
22. Dugald Paterson, Clachbreck
23, Widow McFPhail, Ormsary

24, Catherine McFarlane, Barfuad
25. Widow McFariane, Tarbert

26. Ann Campbell, Barnellan

27. John McLachlan, Barnellan

Fourth Class - & - 10/ per quarter

28. Widow McLean, Erines

29. Widow McMillan, Baiamore Knap
30. Widow McNair, Doaid Knap

31. Widow McCorquodale, Clachbreck
32, Mary McHNeil, Ormsary

Occasional Paupers

No. 1. Widow MclLachlan, Ardnaw Knap
Rachel Ferguson, Stronefield Knap
Widow McLean, Clagnach

Widow Johnson, Clachbreck
Widow Galbreath, Drimdrisaig
Widow McTaggart, Auchoish
Widow McDougall, Ardnaw Knap
Widow McVicars daughter Aneneiyellan (?)
. John Campbell, Drimreach

10 McMillan, Achellach (sic)

The Collector is directed to lodge the money, as he collects it from the
different Heritors, in the Western Bank of Scotland, Lochgilphead, to the
credit of the Parochial Board of South Knapdale - and the chairman
is authorised to draw checks in favour of the Inspectors for the sums
required in each quarter.

The Inspector is directed to procure a correct form of Register for the
Paupers on the Roll.

The Revd. Mr. Mackenzie submitted to the meeting that he had been put
to legal expenses amounting to £7. 7., in consequence of having given
a guarded certificate to Lachlan Campbell, who applied to be admitted on
the Roll of Paupers in order to carry on a Law Plea. The meeting
unanimously agree to pay Mr. McKenzie the above sum and instruct the

inspector to do so. (signed) William Campbell
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